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Background Information on the Crash

Where did the plane come from?

The plane was headed from Fort Bragg, North Carolina
to Long Island, NY at first. [t was leaving from Long
Island to go to Providence, Rt when a storm made the
plane run off course,

The Dedicarion of the Monument

What type of plane was it?

The plane was a Douglas C-53-DO twin-cngined transport plane. Tt was almost 17 feet in height,

: 64 feet long, and had a 95 foot wingspan. Though some
sources allude to it as a bomber, the plane was most likely
carrying people and very few weapons. The serial number
of the plane is 42-6463. The plane held nineteen passengers
but the original radic operator was replaced at Long Island
because his wile was sick.

How many passengers were onboard the plane?

Nineteen were on the plane, three of which survived.
The f.’.err.* Comniitice w.: Prbiic Safen was avarded o
cortificate for the reseue of the e Peraanme!

Who was on the plane?

The sixteen who lost their lives were:

s Joseph Fields ¢ Gardner Plain

e Hyman Flinkman o Stanley Racme

» Sam Hathom » Norman Sands

o John Kelley e Steve Schollin

e Robert Lamon o {(harles Scolt

e Frank Latosky s James Thompson
s Joseph Neurohr e Austin Weegces

o Jack Paimer s James Westbrook

The three who survived were:

s Robert Lee o James Fern e Alonzo Pearson
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3 Garnet Mountain Plane Crash

When did the plane crash?

The plane crashed at approximately 9:30 P.M. on August i3, 1942,

How large was the path that the plane cleared?

Sources indicate that the path cleared was 60 feet wide and 180 [eet long.

. . . LTS, et i
What direction did the plaﬂe come from? Loborers Builtding the Monument at
the Crash Site; Tor the Left is the
Path the Plane Cut.
As far as I can tell, the plane came from the East. The path is not still
there, so that is not certain. I do know that it did not
come from the south or north. 1t landed approximately

one mile east from the summit.

What was onboard the plane?

Besides the passengers, all that was probal "y on the
plane was various weapons to be transported to Rhode
Island.

S F Ty th i i
A Mormorial Sevvice After e Croash

At the time of the crash...

Many residents of Peru said to have scen a flash and a large low flying plane crash into Garnet
Peak. Immediately, people from around town tried to make their way up the mountain in the dark. As
this was one of the most inaccessible sunmits in the state, woodsmen came {Tom every nearby town to
clear a path to the site.

Residents came upon a man stumbling around attempting to rescue the others from the plane.
He had drug four out, but two had already died. The three badly burned people were rushed to
hospitals and were deemed to have a 50/50 chance of surviving the incident.

PLANE (RASH

Three Soldiers, Badly “J‘“‘“ﬁ“.
Burned, in Hospitals - . -

iImmediately Afterward... ottt

Almost instantly, the first stories of the
crash appeared in papers. It was ranked with the
nation’s worst military air disasters. A cross was
placed at the scene, along with many flowers. The
plane was not completely removed for at least lour

Newspaper Article From Adugust 16,
e Dav After The Crash

The Crass and Flowers

Joe Stergis http:/mysite.verizon. net/wildperu



Pern, Massachusetls

years, however, as at the dedicalion, a large pile of scrap metal was piled neatly near the monument.
The mititary took hold of the siluation quickly, and blocked the public from coming to the

wreckage for a two-mile radius around the crash site. All bodies were to be removed by midnight on

the 17" of August. At this point, they had not decided how to remove the plane due to the remote

location.

A permanent memorial was already being planned o replace the simple cross. A fund was established

for such and several families of the soldiers contributed. Wiihin a couple of years, a memorial was

built for the silc made of stone with a bronze plagque.

The Memoria! and the Mountain...

The memorial that stands to this day is made of stonc, 18
five [eet tall, has four surrounding pillars with chains between
them, and has a bronze plaque with all the names of the victims of
the crash. Currently, there are many flags around the monument,
some draped over it covering pieces of the plane found by visitors.
A new bench exists sitting in front of the monument, and the old
henel is in the woods against a tree, rotting.

Access to the memorial involves taking a closed, but
passable, dirt road to an access road heading up to the summit of

The Manunent as of 2006 ; . . )

the mountain. The access road to the summil 18 aiso passable by
many {ypes ol vehicles, but the road is very rough, and depending on the
condition of it at the particular time, even the tmicks with the highest ground
clearance can hit ground.

Assuming you parked at the beginning
of the mountain access road, you would walk
about % of a mile to the trail to the monument
on the left. From the start of this trail, it isa
short distance of walking to get to the
menument.

If you were to continue past the trail to
the monument, within a % mile you would
come to a fork in the road. The right side of
the fork descends to Gamet Lake, while the left side ascends to the peak of the mountain for another
1/3 ol & mile. The peak offers a five pit, good views, and, if you know where to 100k, a large amount of

Gamets.

R The Plague
The Tree Cover at the Peah
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